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Club News  

Hi everyone. 

Hope everyone is well and staying safe. Feedback on joining next year’s club season is 

growing so a continued thanks. We are up to about 20 so far and I know a few more have 

yet to reply so it’s all looking positive. Don’t forget to tell friends about the club. Sadly, the 

Gloucestershire Standard’s response in promoting our club’s activities has been woeful. 

We’re not the only club to suffer. 

I thought this would be an appropriate time to ask you if there’s anything you would like 

Vignettes to address in a way in which we can reach out to members to spread the word of 

all things photographic. Mike and my email addresses are always appended at the bottom of 

each Vignettes so do get in contact if you want us to raise anything. Paul Jones’s French 

Church query a few “V’s” ago was quite off the wall and, although we (and Paul?) haven’t 

had any definitive answers to his question, it’s the sort of thing that just adds a bit of variety. 

(One suggestion from Paul Norris was that Gisors has a long association with the Knights 

Templars and legends about buried treasure). We have limited resources but Vignettes is a 

good vehicle to put people and thoughts together and there always seems to be someone in 

the club who has an answer (mainly our helpline guru, Shaun) as you’ve seen from our 

response to the helpline responses. I can’t guarantee we will always hit the nail on the head 

but don’t be shy in coming forward.  

We’ve also added a new regular spot in Vignettes called “Behind the Image”. Basically you 

send in one (or two images) which has got a story behind it, funny, unusual, you name it and 

give us a few words which made the image that little bit more interesting than perhaps the 

image might reveal on its own. To start the ball rolling, See Martyn’s “Chinese Catwomen” 

story below which kicks off the new spot. 

I came across something interesting the other day. The University of Gloucestershire is 

launching a series of online lectures bringing academics from and to our living rooms. With 

university life moving more into the digital world during the coronavirus pandemic, it has 

introduced some of its academics on social media via a series of “Living Room” lectures 

starting on Wednesday 20th May. The series of short lectures will be streamed live on 

Facebook, each lasting for around half an hour including a Q&A. Topics are based on 

academic study and research appropriate to the current situation, although the subject 

areas are not necessarily directly related to coronavirus or lockdown. The Living Room 

Lectures series will run every other Wednesday at 1pm from 20th May onwards and will be 

streamed live on the University’s Facebook page. Viewers will have the opportunity to ask 

questions during the livestream, and the presenters will do their best to answer these at the 

end of their short talk.  
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A couple of talks might attract our camera club members. The first is on Wednesday 3rd 

June at 1.00 pm and is called WILDLIFE UNDER LOCKDOWN, by Professor Adam Hart. This 

special lecture will be in partnership Cheltenham Science Festival @ Home , and will also be 

streamed live on their YouTube channel as part of the full festival programme. Keep an eye 

on its event pages for more details nearer the time. The second lecture is on Wednesday 1 

July, 1pm called CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY IN LOCKDOWN, by Trudie Ballantyne Meer. 

Just a postscript to last week’s still life backdrop helpline, Patrick has chipped in on 

WhatsApp with a suggested use of different types and sizes of tiles to add texture and 

interest for still life pictures. 

From Mike – I’ve been working with John Smith and Jill Bewley on the revised website. 

Progress is being made, but slowly as we are trying out a few different ideas and learning as 

we go. It seems that for every issue we solve, another three pop up. We are hoping to get 

this ‘R’ value of 3 down below 1 in the next month! One thing we plan to do is to have the 

option of a gallery page for each member of the Club to showcase their work. So now is the 

time to start pulling together your favourite images (say 10 to 20 initially) to put into your 

gallery page. The usual Club format (jpeg 1600 x 1200) is fine, and I’m sure we will be able to 

accommodate all sorts of different formats eventually. In the next few weeks, we’ll be 

putting out a request for your galleries to be emailed or uploaded to Dropbox. 

BBC PICTURES 

Another great selection of images from the BBC’s news website. An interesting drone view 

of Ipswich town centre for those of you who fancy getting a drone. The Rebecca Vassie 

Memorial Award makes interesting reading. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-suffolk-52625669/drone-shows-ipswich-town-

centre-empty-on-saturday-afternoon 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52632396 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52542925 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52620179 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52560387 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52638587 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52646388 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-52660009 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52679694 

https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-52675825 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-suffolk-52625669/drone-shows-ipswich-town-centre-empty-on-saturday-afternoon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-suffolk-52625669/drone-shows-ipswich-town-centre-empty-on-saturday-afternoon
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52632396
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52542925
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52620179
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52560387
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52638587
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52646388
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-52660009
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52679694
https://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-52675825
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BEHIND THE IMAGE – THE CHINESE CATWOMAN 

We had a holiday in 

China 10 years ago 

and on the trip was 

the most amazing 

town called Pingyao, 

an ancient if 

somewhat polluted 

(by coal power 

stations) town in 

central Shanxi, 

China, famed for its 

importance in 

Chinese economic 

history. The town 

was first recorded 

C800 BC. We were 

with our guide “Liz” 

walking down one 

of the many 

amazing ancient 

streets and I had 

my Canon 350D 

with me. I spotted 

a dark alley leading 

to a courtyard 

where a lady was 

feeding numerous stray dogs and cats. She was, as we learned later, a well-known, kind, but 

secretive person in the community known for taking in strays.  

I took the second of these (unprocessed) two shots just as she turned round. What followed 

was a stare, “daggers drawn” and high-pitched cacophony of Chinese as she straightened up 

and started to run in our direction. We made a hasty retreat led by a slightly shocked “Liz” 

whose intimate knowledge of the maze of local alleyways was put to good use and we were 

soon able to lose “Catwoman”. Perhaps if I’d hung on to see a more expressive face, it might 

have been a better picture, but then if I did, I might not be here! It was nice though to see 

stray pets being looked after given what you hear. Nevertheless, we went vegetarian that 

night! 
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MEMBERS TIP OF THE WEEK 

Better still, here’s 44 tips to keep you focussed - it’s all too easy to get complacent! B & H 

Photo based in New York, is a good website for all things photographic on the other side of 

the pond. 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/44-tips-improve-

your-photography 

 

THE “SUMMER CUP” 

Just the usual reminder that the next topic for the summer cup (see Vignettes 27) is “Portrait 

of the Artist”. The Submission date is - Friday 29th May.  

 

TRAINING YOUTUBE VIDEO OF THE WEEK 

As we are looking at scanning this week, here’s a YouTube channel which is quite good in 

getting to grips with some principles: 

https://youtu.be/2buwklEqvmU 

 

AN INTRODUCTION TO NEXT YEAR’S SPEAKERS – NICK JENKINS 

 

From Nick’s website: 
 
I have been a keen landscape and 
outdoor photographer for the last 15 
years or so. My interest stemmed from 
my complete inability to capture 
through a viewfinder the sense of awe I 
felt when out walking in the British hills. 
It was then that I was determined to do 
something about this inability and set 
about teaching myself how to capture 
landscapes that meant something to me 

when I got home. After putting a portfolio together of my best British landscape images, I 
achieved my Associateship of the Royal Photographic Society, followed by Associateship of 
the Welsh Photographic Federation. 

In 2001 I left corporate life behind and in 2002 set up ‘Freespirit Images’, the business I now 
run to market and promote my photographic images. This ranges from tutoring and advice 

https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/44-tips-improve-your-photography
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/explora/photography/tips-and-solutions/44-tips-improve-your-photography
https://youtu.be/2buwklEqvmU
https://freespiritimages.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Nick-Jenkins-300x200.jpg
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on my courses and workshops to producing images for magazines, greetings cards and 
calendars, throughout the UK 

My overriding passion is to photograph hills, mountains, lakes, reservoirs, waterfalls, the 
coast, woodlands; in fact, any landscape that shows its beauty off to both myself shooting it 
and others too. Whilst I try hard to cover all four seasons to show the amazing changes to 
the landscape from Spring through to Winter, I am not always able to reach locations for all 
four. That said, I will be treating this project very much as a ‘Work in Progress’. 

The United Kingdom has an incredible and varied amount of wild and open landscapes to 
explore and photograph, from Scotland right down through England and into Wales. I have 
no real favourite areas but do love the Scottish Highlands, the Lake District, the 
Pembrokeshire Coast and the Isles of Scilly and Cornwall.  It is a never-ending labour but 
nonetheless a true labour of love. 

Here are some of Nick’s images: 

 

 

Forest of Dean 

 



6 

 

The Famous Cardiff Crocodile  

 

 

The Coigach Peninsula 
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CCC HELPLINE 

John Jones has come up with a good question this week, again very relevant to lockdown. 

“Hi Martyn & Mike. I wonder if anybody has any experience of scanning old 

photographs into digital images. There are quite a lot to do! I could scan them in 

small batches on my printer but that would take a very long time and I doubt I would 

ever finish the task. I imagine there must be a better way. Can anybody recommend 

any companies, from personal experience, that do this at reasonable cost or are 

there any special bits of kit that do it more efficiently than my household printer?” 

I contacted John just to see if his interest included negs which it didn’t. The points below 

don’t quite go to the heart of John’s question but, having looked on the internet, if you have 

a lot of prints to scan, it wouldn’t take that long to find that it would be cheaper to buy a 

scanner. You are then into two types, flat bed which are slow but higher quality or tabletop 

which can digitise your photos quickly if you are not too bothered about absolute quality 

and post processing but want a record. Here’s a link to a recent “Digital Camera World” 

review of both types. There are some firms out there including ASDA who will do you a good 

job in scanning boxes of old prints so it’s a matter of working out cost effectiveness vs. 

quality depending on your plans for the digitised image. The WhatsApp group might want to 

chip in. 

https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/buying-guides/the-best-film-scanners 

However, I have some experience with scanning and here’s some general bullet points from 

my experience: 

 

1. Check out YouTube and websites which are really helpful. However, some do conflict 
in advice so take a broad view. I’ve posted a YouTube one above in our training 
video of the week slot. 

2. If you are going to scan prints or negs perhaps to expose their quality via processing 
software, then it’s worth buying a dedicated scanner. Preferably a flatbed scanner. 
It’s amazing what you detail can extract, particularly from negs. 

3. Go for a scanner with a “see through” light source in the lid to maximise on scanning 
negs. 

4. I can vouch for the Epson Perfection “V” range and it’s associated software. I have 
an Epson Perfection V600. New around £200 second-hand £100 on eBay. It handles 
all modern film and slide formats and scans paper prints 8.75” x 12”.  

5. Epsons come with their own processing software called Epson Scan which is very 
good but I recommend using one you know. I set the scanning to “professional 
mode” and other than selecting a resolution (below) and 48bit image quality, I use 
Lightroom to post process. 

6. The latest version of these scanners which are faster than my V600 are the V800 and 
V850 models. You are looking around £600-£700 for these models. The 
improvement in quality of scans over a V600 is, by accounts, pretty small. Their main 
advantage is increased size, speed, better image handling where the image to be 

https://www.digitalcameraworld.com/buying-guides/the-best-film-scanners
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scanned is held flat between glass holders rather than simply laid flat in the plastic 
image holder on the scanning glass and finally their ability to handle large format 
negs such as the old style “five four” (5”x 4”) plate camera negs which the V600 
can’t do, other than by stitching which is a bore. 

7. Don’t get too hung up by resolution. It’s one of the biggest mistakes to make. This is 
really important even though modern scanners now have resolutions at a level well 
beyond anything you will probably ever need. 

8. For scanning photographic prints for reprinting and processing 300 DPI is the norm. 
If you are looking to make enlargements of your prints, you might want to scan at 
600DPI but no higher. The prints themselves (the ones you are scanning) will have 
been printed at probably 300DPI so you can’t get more quality out of them by 
scanning at a higher resolution if you are going to make prints at the same size or a 
little bigger. (For photo sharing social media apps 150DPI is fine.) 

9. For negs, slides of any size, a resolution of around 2800-3200 DPI is enough to get all 
the hidden detail you want to extract in post processing. 

10. In both print and neg scanning, anything higher than the above DPI’s gives you no 
more manageable or useful detail but worse, it creates really huge TIFF files 
(potentially hundreds of megabytes) which will create storage issues and possibly 
slow up your computer. 

11. Here’s a good little article which simplifies everything: http://www.rideau-
info.com/photos/scanning.html 

 The above is from my experience but do comment on the club’s WhatsApp group if you 

want to add anything. 

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“My portraits are more about me than they are about the people I photograph” 

Richard Avedon 

 

That’s it for this week. Catch up next week. Remember, don’t count the days, make the days 

count. 

Cheers and stay safe 

Martyn (thehoneys@btinternet.com) 

Mike (mike.cheeseman@btinternet.com) 

 

http://www.rideau-info.com/photos/scanning.html
http://www.rideau-info.com/photos/scanning.html
mailto:thehoneys@btinternet.com
mailto:mike.cheeseman@btinternet.com

