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Club News 

Hi everyone. Hope you are all well. I thought we had an excellent “last club night of the year” 

event to round off an awful year out there. A combination of the awards and quiz made for an 

eventful evening with many thanks to Jamie’s management of the awards, David’s quiz questions 

and John S’s ball juggling adjudication. I have to say, John has done an amazing job with hosting 

particularly this and the Summer Quiz. I think you should get another couple of screens John!! We 

can now all “break out” and return - another step forward in using the technology which opens up 

the scope to try new ideas.  

Well done too to the overall quiz winners - Room 1, even though we seem to know more about 

idols of the Silver Screen than photography. Not sure whether it’s an age thing or we’re just a 

bunch of sad old movie goers reminiscing of days gone by. Personally, looking at my “heritage” 

DVD collection (which my wife would love to get rid of), it might be the latter! Better get back to 

the modern day and my 874-page R6 manual - still no sign of the lenses yet. I’ve got to page 38! 

Thanks to Jamie, here’s a complete list of all the 19-20 club season winners. Well done to all. 

• Summer Cup    (Mike Cheeseman) 

• Dennis Moss Trophy   (Stephen Chapman) 

• Leonard Jones Cup    (Chris Donohoe) 

• Cavendish Cup     (Alun Thomas) 

• Miles shield    (Martyn Smith) 

• Gladiator Trophy    (Sue Gunnee) 

• Pitchers Trophy    (Jill Bewley) 

• Jennings Cup     (John Hankin) 

• General Competitions Cup Prints (John Hankin) 

• Royal Doulton Cup   (Chris Donohoe) 

• General Competitions Cup DPIs  (John Hankin) 

• President’s Cup    (John Hankin) 

 
 
 
PAGB & WCPF News 

Paul Jones has sent through the PAGB news (with thanks) which contains some interesting 

galleries: 

http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en272%2022%20Dec.pdf 

 

Our Sec, Stephen Chapman has received details of a new WCPF competition called The 

Knighthayes Trophy. There’s no fee and entries are due by Saturday 13th Feb 21. The subject is 

“Togetherness”. Interestingly the image title is limited to 30 characters and on this point, I’ve 

produced an article below on the whole subject of image titles. Here’s details of the judging day: 

 

http://www.pagbnews.co.uk/sites/default/files/newsletters/en272%2022%20Dec.pdf
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Zoom Council Meeting, Knightshayes Trophy and Afternoon Lecture 

Saturday 6th March, 2021 

 Schedule for the Day 

 

10.00 am Council Meeting open to all WCPF Club Members followed by the 

Knightshayes Trophy Competition judged by Nick Bodle, President of the 

WCPF.  Set subject “Togetherness” to win the Superb Knightshayes Trophy for a year 

 

 

 Competition Entry requirements for Knightshayes Trophy 

WCPF Club members, may enter up to TWO DIGITAL IMAGES on “Togetherness” 

JPEG format, up to 1200 x 1600 pixels, files to be titled as follows – 

 1_Title up to 30 characters_Photographers Name inc distinctions_Club 

2_Title up to 30 characters_Photographers Name inc distinctions_Club 

 Entries to be e-mailed as attachments to - knightshayes.wcpf@gmail.com 

by closing date Saturday 13th February 2021. NO FEE FOR ENTERING IMAGES 

 Queries - Contact Pam and Eddy Lane Knightshayes Trophy Competition Secretaries 

 

 

 2.00 pm Chris Palmer FRPS DPAGB APAGB EFIAP Talk “The Eloquent Landscape” 

 

 Zoom Meeting Admission. Full login instructions will be sent to all Club Reps and competition 

entrants two weeks before the event. There will be no charge for the Judging or the Afternoon 

Lecture  

The title indicates that I’ll be talking about my pictures, but in addition I like to think that my 

images ‘talk’, or communicate with the viewer.  Emphasising my own philosophy of getting an 

image right when I shoot it, I’ll discuss camera craft, the importance of light, and the way I 

photograph when out on location - I will be relating the actual taking experiences.  Although 

predominantly landscape, I will also include urban, and monochrome photography, mostly 

captured in the UK and Ireland, although not entirely. 

I take pictures for me, (not any judge), and to satisfy my own creative desires, increasingly 

shooting thematically in sets of images, rather than gathering individual competition images. 

 

 Chris’s Background 

 

Chris confesses to being a “photo-holic”, embracing all aspects of photography, but regards 

himself primarily as a pictorialist, and loves working in the landscape. He particularly enjoys the 

thrill of discovery out on location, whether in the countryside, on a beach, in a town, or city. A 

busy national PAGB judge and popular lecturer, Chris has visited many different Camera Clubs, and 

judged regional, national and international exhibitions.  He is a Fellow of the RPS and serves on the 

Visual Art Panel as Deputy Chair, and also provides advice at RPS distinction advisory days. 

He holds a Distinction of the PAGB and has received an APAGB award for his services to 

photography. Chris has had success and gained awards in international exhibitions when working 

for his AFIAP & subsequent EFIAP qualifications. Chris is a member of Amersham Photographic 

Society and is delighted to be a member of the prestigious London Salon. 

Website www.chrispalmerphotographer.co.uk 

mailto:knightshayes.wcpf@gmail.com
http://www.chrispalmerphotographer.co.uk/
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RPS News 

 

The RPS’s International Photography Exhibition has just been announced and is open for entries 

on the 12th Jan until the 27th April 2021. It’s the longest running competition of its kind in the 

world, having started in 1853. Here’s an extract and link from the RPS’s website: 

The International Photography Exhibition is in its 163rd edition. In January, we will announce a 

worldwide open-call to photographers and image-makers, of all ages, to submit their work for the 

exhibition. Submissions are encouraged from new, emerging and established photographers. 

Selected photographers will have the unique opportunity to exhibit at The Royal Photographic 

Society in Bristol, UK, and other nationwide venues, and a total of £4000 will be awarded to 

support future photographic projects. This year we are excited to announce several new awards. 

https://rps.org/ipe163?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=b7894dc042-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_15_09_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b07

15-b7894dc042-341321653 

 

Not many of us have not heard of the Magnum Photojournalist Agency. Just recently renowned 

Magnum photographer Steve McCurry HonFRPS has released a book of previously unseen images 

called In Search of Elsewhere, he explains why he decided to retrace his steps. 

“This book documents my travels over the past 40 years, but more importantly, it records the ways 

in which people live out their everyday lives, the joys and the difficulties. The overarching theme of 

this collection is that no matter how divided our world is, there are more things that bind us 

together as humans than divide us.” Check out the link 

https://rps.org/news/journal/discover-forgotten-images-by-steve-mccurry-

honfrps/?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=6fe3c765b5-

EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_04_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-

6fe3c765b5-341321653 

 
 
WCPF DPIC Entries 

Our Battle Secretary, Jill Bewley has been co-ordinating the selection process for the Club’s entry 

of 18 images in next year’s WCPF DPIC competition. The selection is democratic and made by Jill 

together with a group of volunteers from the Club: Jamie Stenson, Chris Donohoe, Stephen 

Chapman, John Hankin, Colin Hoskins, and Mike Cheeseman. Note – this ‘committee’ is informal, 

and anyone is welcome to join and give Jill the benefit of their experience and views. 

As usual with these sorts of selections, there were some clear favourites from the previous Club 

year and picking the first dozen or so images was straightforward. The remaining selections were 

much more difficult and inevitably we had to leave out some excellent images. 

These are the 18 images that made the final ‘cut’: 

 

 

https://rps.org/ipe163?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=b7894dc042-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_15_09_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-b7894dc042-341321653
https://rps.org/ipe163?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=b7894dc042-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_15_09_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-b7894dc042-341321653
https://rps.org/ipe163?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=b7894dc042-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_10_15_09_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-b7894dc042-341321653
https://rps.org/news/journal/discover-forgotten-images-by-steve-mccurry-honfrps/?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=6fe3c765b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_04_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-6fe3c765b5-341321653
https://rps.org/news/journal/discover-forgotten-images-by-steve-mccurry-honfrps/?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=6fe3c765b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_04_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-6fe3c765b5-341321653
https://rps.org/news/journal/discover-forgotten-images-by-steve-mccurry-honfrps/?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=6fe3c765b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_04_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-6fe3c765b5-341321653
https://rps.org/news/journal/discover-forgotten-images-by-steve-mccurry-honfrps/?utm_source=Royal+Photographic+Society&utm_campaign=6fe3c765b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_04_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_83353b0715-6fe3c765b5-341321653
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Tip of The Week – Photograph Titles 

I thought I would touch on a subject that we’ve not covered before and one close to my heart; 

photograph titles in competitions. What prompted it was a competition a couple of weeks ago in 

Cheltenham where the judges commented on a surprising number of over lengthy titles - mainly 

relating to nature and wildlife. “Blue bellied roller outside my hotel bathroom window just north of 

lake whatnot”. Ok, I’m being facetious but there were some pretty long ones. It didn’t affect the 

judging but the fact that it was mentioned suggested that a cumbersome title isn’t probably 

helpful in the limited judging time available. I have my own thoughts having been guilty of 

cramming too much into a title in the past but I thought I’d do a bit of Googling to see what advice 

and guidance is out there. 

As an aside, I recall many moons ago, a friend of a work colleague was the editor of the Thame 

Gazette, one of the Westminster Press publications used to give, up and coming, journalists the 

opportunity to cut their teeth on the gritty world of journalism in the sticks before they headed to 

the cut and thrust world of Fleet Street journalism. Anyway, the local Thame football team had a 

home fixture against a fancied side from a nearby McVities biscuit factory which resulted in a 

resounding win for the home team. The headline on the back, sports page, of the Thame Gazette 

the following day was “McVitie Men Crumble”. I digress.  

Here’s a background note I found on the internet: 

Titles are brief one liners that need not have any grammatical structure. Captions can be a short 

sentence of one or more lines, often also called a sub-title. The terms are often used 

interchangeably but a photo can have just a title, just a caption or both. The purpose, in both cases 

is: 

1. To guide the viewer to see the photo in a particular way. 

2. To supply some context. 

3. To provide additional, explanatory, helpful information. Though this is usually done in a 

caption/sub-title.  

4. To evoke a suitable response to the photo. 

Examples could be:  

• surprise  

• contrast, contradiction, cognitive dissonance  

• pique curiosity  

• amazement  

• amusement  

• empathy  

• horror 

So, in creating title/captions we need to answer the following questions:  

1. How do we want the viewer to see the photo?  

2. Does it need context for understanding?  
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3. Will additional information be helpful?  

4. What reaction are we trying to create in the viewer?  

Finally, the title gives us a small insight into the mind of the photographer. 

Of course, for some competitions, salons, and entries to the RPS distinction programme, image 

titles are not permitted and therefore have no function. However, in many cases they are and 

potentially have value but it’s worth pointing out that a good title will never elevate the status of a 

bad picture.  

This is a combination of what I found and my own experience. 

1. In general keep titles short. Three words should be the target and it’s good to get in 

practice with a snappy title. It’s a skill worth developing. 

2. Try and get across what you as a photographer are trying to convey in the image and what 

the image might say about you. 

3. Judges quite often introduce an image by its title and might even make opening remarks 

arising from the title. Don’t produce a title which is ambiguous as this might deflect the 

judge into arguing against or disagreeing with the title when the focus should be 

considering the image. Knocking a judge off course in limited time might not be a good 

idea. 

4. Use the title to enhance/describe/set the context. It might be necessary where something 

is not immediately apparent and you want to highlight it. This is particularly where a judge 

has just (in some cases) seconds to appreciate the image. 

5. Geographical locations will always fascinate a judge who may be frustrated if he doesn’t 

know where it is. “Clevedon Pier Sunset” is better than “Pier Golden Reflections”. 

6. Dedicated nature or wildlife photographs should only describe the (English or Latin) name 

of the subject. Nothing else. Certainly no humour. 

7. The exception to 2 above is where the subject is part of a bigger setting where a wider 

context is an important aspect of the image. 

8. The use of humour needs careful thought. Some judges don’t like humour at all and some 

do. Much depends on the nature of the image which itself might be amusing or contain an 

amusing or light-hearted element. A snappy title will help to “paint” the picture set by the 

image and put the judge in the right mood. Don’t add humour if there’s nothing obviously 

humorous in the image. It could get a judge irritated. 

9. I feel reasonably certain, where two images are running neck & neck for an award, that 

the one which has a snappy, informative title which says something about the author and 

gives the judge a warm feeling will help to push it over the line over a less described 

image. 

Here’s quite a good article on the subject by The Photographic Angle (TPA) which is a charitable 

organisation set up to promote the education of the public in the art and science of photography.  

https://www.thephotographicangle.co.uk/titling-images/ 

 

https://www.thephotographicangle.co.uk/titling-images/
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Internal Competitions 

I thought it would be a good idea if we kept the seasonal competition topics and submission dates 

in Vignettes to save looking back and forgetting which one it was in. So here’s the competition 

schedule: 

 
Competition Submission date Judging night 

Annual 2019-20 Annual competition (deferred) 28 Sep '20 26 Oct ‘20 

A "Shapes and patterns" + Open 19 Oct '20 9 Nov ‘20 

B "Shallow depth of field" + Open 16 Nov '20 7 Dec ‘20 

C "Silhouettes" + Open 18 Jan '21 8 Feb ‘21 

D "Black and white" + Open 15 Feb '21 8 Mar ‘21 

E "Landscape" + Open 15 Mar '21 12 Apr ‘21 

Annual 2020-21 Annual competition 29 Mar '21 26 Apr ‘21 

The 18th Jan submission date for the next comp is looming so get your camera out over Christmas 

if you haven’t already got something suitable. 

The subject for the annual comp Presidents Cup (20-21) is “An Iconic Cotswold Location” and our 

president was keen to give us the widest definition as to what constitutes the geographical area of 

the Cotswolds. 

In terms of DropBox details for competition submissions, it will be the same all season 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/zRwHLz7MfRGHIZyCHNsp 

BBC Pictures 

Another selection from the BBC’s news website. As usual, there’s some crackers. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-norfolk-55320818 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55275124 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-55296373 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55245355 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55332391 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-55248968 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-55346788 

https://www.dropbox.com/request/zRwHLz7MfRGHIZyCHNsp
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-norfolk-55320818
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55275124
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-55296373
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55245355
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-55332391
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-55248968
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-55346788
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Quote of The Week 

This is the last of 38 quotes provided, with much thanks, by Val & Alun all those months ago so get 

you thinking hats on for the Vignettes closing bit in the future. 

 

I like people as I find them. I never want to impose my personality on them. 

 David Bailey 

 

That’s it for this week. Both Mike and I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a snappy new year. 

Here’s to a healthy 2021 and we all look forward to a time when we can meet up again safely in 

person. Catch up next year with more exciting stuff! 

Cheers and stay safe, 

Martyn (thehoneys@btinternet.com) 

Mike (mike.cheeseman1777@hotmail.com – new email address) 

mailto:thehoneys@btinternet.com
mailto:mike.cheeseman1777@hotmail.com

