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Hi everyone. 

News 

Have you been out walking and social distancing to get some exercise? 

Did you take your camera with you? Anyway we went for a walk around 

the Barringtons last week before “lockdown” and parked in Windrush 

just off the A40. At around 4.30 pm in the field below, a beautiful female barn owl appeared 

nonchalantly circulating for about 20 minutes looking for food. At one point, it passed within 20 feet 

of us, staring, seemingly not bothered by our presence. It looked like a regular hunting spot. Should 

have ditched the thermos and sandwiches and taken my camera! I can feel another (travel) camera 

bag coming on! 

Looking at some police drone videos and recent advice, it’s clear that travelling by car to a location 

to exercise is not classed as an “essential” journey as opposed to exercising from home so, when it 

all calms down, this is one location potentially worth heading for unless you live nearby. 

If you are walkers, you might want to have a look at the Ordnance Survey website. 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIivLZv4uz6AIVSLDtCh3FRQtfEAAYASA

AEgKi3fD_BwE  

Excellent interactive map downloads available across the whole country for £25 per year. A single 

“Active” OS Explorer map (with download code for your mobile) costs £15 so its good value. You can 

create your own routes, look at other peoples posted routes, downloads etc and save them on your 

iPad to use offline. All sorts of stuff. Worth a look. 

The map extract is an iPad screen shot with a poor attempt to show the Barn Owl field shaded in 

red. There’s a public footpath on the north eastern boundary by a fence (edge of the red) and we 

were looking into the sun. Good for backlit photos. 

 

 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIivLZv4uz6AIVSLDtCh3FRQtfEAAYASAAEgKi3fD_BwE
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/shop/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIivLZv4uz6AIVSLDtCh3FRQtfEAAYASAAEgKi3fD_BwE


On other stuff, we’ve now got ten people signed up to the WhatsApp group - John “Woody” Smith, 

Chris D, Carol T, Peggy H, Brian D, Mike C, Martyn S, Patrick B, Jill B and Colin H. Thanks for the idea 

Colin and to a Mike for setting it up. Please do join. It’s a lot of fun with some excellent humour. If I 

can (I think) get the hang of it, anyone can. It only works on phones, not iPads. Some great photos 

already posted whilst the weather has been good. None yet posted from jail after murdering the 

family although Colin sounds like a front runner!! 

Jamie S has sent me details of a promotion by independent digital Olympus camera magazine called 

Olympus Passion. They are currently giving away 8 free previous editions. Whilst all the images have 

been taken with Olympus cameras, they have a broader interest to our members as some of the 

images are very good and should help while away the time. Thanks Jamie. The link to these are: 

https://mhmedia.wetransfer.com/downloads/edfdcbfdc53c763ba6b5f69ad25d91dc2020032510385

6/126171 

 

BBC pictures 

Here you go. Inevitable collection of pictures and videos from our empty streets. Motivating but 

“street” is probably an arrestable offence unless you are jogging on the spot! Good time to test your 

image stabilisation! There’s a great article on kids’ rainbow pictures just to add to the mix. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52008583 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52019058 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52063865 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-51988671 

https://www.bbc.com/news/av/world-52081875/coronavirus-major-cities-empty-as-lockdown-

measures-continue 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-52084872/timelapse-the-streets-of-london-during-the-

coronavirus-pandemic 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52092252 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-52089337 

 

Members “Tip of the week” - Mike C 

One of my favourite bits of photography kit is very low tech - print mounting corners. To be exact 

they are Archival Polypropylene Mounting Corners made by Lineco. The corners stick to the backing 

board (which is thinner, cheaper, and a mm or so smaller than the standard 50x40mm mountboard) 

and hold the print in place. The main benefit of using these corners is that the print can move just 

enough to allow for some expansion/contraction (so the print stays flat), but it can’t move enough to 

be noticeably out of place. Another benefit is that if you want to remount the print it can easily be 

removed from the corners – it’s the corners that are stuck down, not the print. If anyone would like 

to try them out just let me know. 

[Note: I found a huge variation in price when I was looking for these.] 
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52008583
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-52084872/timelapse-the-streets-of-london-during-the-coronavirus-pandemic
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52092252
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-52089337


         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Cheeseman 

 

 

Members “Photo of the week”. 

Still working on this 

 

Training YouTube video(s) link of the week. 

As Jill B raised a question about flash photography (below), we thought it would be a good idea to 

link this question to a YouTube tutorial. These two are by Mike Smith Photography and Joy Michelle 

Photography which seem pretty helpful as a starter: 

 

https://youtu.be/RrIfxPdL4qM 

https://youtu.be/WzJAcn74J9g 

 

An introduction to next year’s speakers - See next week. 

 

 

CCC helpline - Question by Jill B 

Q - One of the many skills I need to get to grips with is to learn to use flash, but I have to buy a speed 

light first. My question of the week is: 

 

What would you recommend to look for in a speed light, and are there any which members would 

vouch for as easy to use and effective. ( compatible with Nikon) and do you have any tips for starting 

out , ie what to practice with, things not to do etc! 

 

Mounting corner 

Backing board 

Print 

https://youtu.be/RrIfxPdL4qM
https://youtu.be/WzJAcn74J9g


A- Thanks to Mike C, Shaun, John S and John H and Richard Sudbury for their feedback and 

contribution. Here’s a summary of their responses: 

1. Don’t bother with an E-TTL flash as you’ll quickly end up using manual for most of the time. 
Its a great way to learn and understand what a flash is doing and how power changes the 
look of a photo. 

2. Go for the excellent Youngnuo or Godox models. They are great value (£60 ish from 
Amazon), very reliable and significantly cheaper than proprietary brands. For Canon, they 
are effectively a “knock off” so you should get something similar which is Nikon compliant. 
The manuals are, I’m afraid lacking. 

3. If you can afford two flashes plus a remote wireless trigger (on or off camera), it gives you 
more choice in adjusting power levels from each direction. However, you can start with one, 
plus a reflector and see how you get on before you venture into multiple flashes. See 
YouTube training video of the week above, which might point you in the right direction. 

4. If you buy a trigger, make sure it’s wireless and not optical which requires a direct line of 
sight (not always practical). 

5. If possible get one which has a USB connection to allow for wireless firmware updates. 
6. Go for a highish “guide number” (GN). Suggest 60. More power gives you more flexibility. 
7. Follow YouTube tutorials. They are great in getting you going. 
8. For studio type lighting, consider a twin stand umbrella continuous light kit by 

"Abeststudio"  bought from Amazon. 
9. High speed sync is useful (e.g. for portrait fill flash when speeds faster than 1/200th second 

needed). Most modern flash should have this capability. 
10. If you buy any kit, make sure it’s from a uk dealer and is right for your camera. 

 

Have a look at the following links for kit, pricing etc. The general feeling is that you might be able to 

get a good deal with a package of equipment - speedlites, controller, stands, umbrellas and maybe a 

bag for it all too: 

 

https://essentialphoto.co.uk/product/pixapro-li-ion580ii-ttl-speedlite-set-with-blacksilver-umbrella-

kit-and-accessory-kit/#image-5 

 

https://www.lencarta.com/all-products/studio-lighting-kits/godox-ad200-two-head-kit-with-roller-

bag-kitad2003 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B07F2FRMMR/ref=psdc_332217031_t1_B00PGTOX26 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Godox-Speedlight-Wireless-Speedlite-

Fujifilm/dp/B078TGPDLR/ref=sr_1_5?dchild=1&keywords=godox+nikon+camera+flash&qid=158540

2351&sr=8-5 
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Photography Competitions 

Here’s a topical photography competition – thank you to Suzan Gunnee for finding this one: 

 

 

 

Also on the subject of photography competitions, April 1st is the deadline for submissions to the 

Cheltenham Salon  http://www.cheltenhamcameraclub.co.uk/wordpress/salon/ . Last year we had 

about 12 acceptances, so let’s see if we can improve on that this year (we certainly have enough 

images between us to do much better than 12). It’s straightforward to enter and a way of thanking 

Cheltenham for the excellent audio -visual presentation that we have on the Club’s programme 

every year. 

 

That’s it for this week. Catch up next week. 

Cheers and stay safe 

Martyn (thehoneys@btinternet.com) 

Mike (mike.cheeseman@btinternet.com) 
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