
Vignettes 27 

Hi everyone 
 
News 
 
Hope everybody is bearing up and staying in good health. Well, we’ve 
got quite a busy Vignettes this week and a lot to let you know about. 

The Committee had a “Zoom” video conference call last Wednesday and we have decided to make a 
few changes to next year’s programme. The full range of dates are still to be sorted out, assuming 
we’ll be back as normal, but here’s the principal headlines: 

1. The AGM for this current season will be held on the first week we come back, and we will 
also introduce the programme for the coming season. 

2. The annual year end competition for the current (curtailed) season will still be held. We will 
set a date for submissions a few weeks into the new season, have it judged about three 
weeks later (as usual) and the awards will be presented at our Christmas bash. 

3. As a result of (2) above, the annual aggregate competition will be put back a little so that 
Competition A and B will be before Christmas (rather than A,B and C) with C, D and E after 
Christmas. We should have enough time within the club season to fit everything in but if not, 
we can extend the season by a week to accommodate. 

4. Shaun has very kindly agreed to provide another talk. 
5. We are looking to have a couple of interactive sessions again before Christmas. The feeling is 

“The Judges view” session provided a good opportunity to interact with a judge with the aim 
of improving your images.  

6. The “My most processed image” session also went down well and enabled us to explain 
what we saw in our image and how we arrived at the final version. 

 
The programme will be posted on the website and, of necessity, will be a bit organic as dates are 
firmed up. 
 
 
BBC pictures 
 
Here you go some more crackers, particularly the night sky ones. Noon around the world is a great 
take on the empty streets idea. Also, an intro to some great live webcam sites to look at whilst you 
are at home. 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52120114 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52127945 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-52096529 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52150028 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-52155029 
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Members “Tip of the week” - with thanks from Shaun Little 
 
Given that we were talking about Flash lighting last week, here’s a tip. If you’re not careful, using 
your camera’s built-in flash at night or in low light can lead to some unpleasant effects like red eyes 
and harsh shadows. In general, it’s better without flash to crank up the ISO and get noisier photos 
than to use the on-camera flash and risk ruining the shot altogether. Sometimes, however, there 
may simply not be enough light, and if you don’t have off-camera lighting, you’ll be left with no 
choice but to use the built-in flash. If you find yourself in this situation and don’t want to miss the 
shot, there are a couple of things you can do to avoid unpleasant effects: 

1. First of all, find the flash settings in your camera’s menu and reduce brightness as much as 
you can.  

2. Second, you can try diffusing the light from the flash by putting something over it. Securing a 
piece of paper or opaque scotch tape over the flash, for instance, can help diffuse the light 
and soften it. Or you could bounce the light off the ceiling by holding a bit of white 
cardboard in front of it at an angle. 

3. So, carry some white card or opaque plastic in your camera bag. 

Hopefully you’ll get a better flash picture within the limitations of the on-camera flash. 
 
Members “Photo of the month” 
 
We’ve had a good think about doing something over the next five months before we return in 
September and our President John Hankin has come up with the “Summer Cup” instead of “Photo of 
the Month”. This will be a competition with full member involvement and will take the form of a 
“five-month challenge”. Here are the rules: 

1. It’s once a month photo challenge from April - Aug inclusive (5 months). 
2. All photos must be taken between the start of April and end of August this year, as we want 

to encourage members to take new photos, rather than scour their back catalogue. 
3. Image submission to be by club members and limited to one DPI photo per member. 
4. Monthly photo topics have been chosen by our President (see below) and are based on the 

home environment (including garden) to reflect extraordinary events. 
5. These five chosen topics are all set out below in advance to give members a bit more time to 

plan their images. 
6. Submissions to be DPI via Dropbox, at month’s end which Jamie has organised. (For date and 

details, see below) 
7. The DPI can be at any size. 
8. All submitted images to be “banked” for member judging later in the season but before 

Christmas. 
9. Winner (1,2,3) to be chosen by members at a normal Monday night meeting in a “Knock Out 

DPI comp”. Bit like our “Knock Out Print comp”. We have the technology to display two 
pictures side by side on the screen. 

10. Judged images to be displayed in 5 set subject monthly groups with the chosen monthly 
winners (1,2,3) in each group going forward to a Grand Final of 15 images also to be decided 
by members (1,2,3). 

11. The comp should be manageable over one club night. 
12. A winner’s Summer Cup will be awarded to the winner. David W has sourced a spare from 

unused comp cups. 
13. This competition might form the basis, in future years, for a “Summer Cup” in the club close 

season so we have a member “Knock out DPI” comp up to Christmas and a member “Knock 
Out Print” comp after Xmas. 



 
The competition subjects chosen by our President are as follows 
 
1)  April - They do it with Mirrors. Submission date - Friday 1st May 
2)  May - Portrait of the Artist. Submission date - Friday 29th May 
3)   June - In a Glass - Darkly. Submission date - Friday 26th June 
4)   July - A Midsummer Night's Dream. Submission date - Friday 31st July 
5)   August - A Garden is a Lovesome Thing. Submission date - Friday 28th August 
 
Jamie has created a new Dropbox link for the competition - 
https://www.dropbox.com/request/W9gjPK1cn1xcJyDIwd1P. It’s titled “Cirencester Camera Club - 
2020 Summer” 
 
Training Youtube video link of the week 
 
I don’t know whether you’ve noticed but if you are an Adobe Creative Cloud subscriber, it’s 
“Behance” site provides live feed workshops and sessions on Photoshop. You just have to sign in as 
it’s free to subscribers. I’m going to have a look and report back. Here’s the link: 
 
https://www.behance.net/ 
 
An introduction to next year’s speakers and their websites – Heidi Stewart  
 
Heidi will hopefully be giving a presentation on September 21st – the exact subject is yet to be 
decided but the following description of Heidi’s work gives plenty of clues. 
 
This is taken from Heidi’s website: 
 

“My very first job was working for a professional photographic lab that 

developed and processed commercial and school photographs. It 

wasn't too long before I bought my very first 35mm SLR! - my trusty 

Olympus OM10. Many films went through this camera!!  I worked at 

the lab for quite some time and made some great friends with whom I 

still keep in touch to this day. It is also where I met my husband Alec, 

whose passion and enthusiasm for photography was and still is as 

great as mine. Well, we got hitched and along came three wonderful 

children. Unfortunately though my photography had to take a back 

seat. Sure, I still took photographs, but they were only snap shots of 

the kids. My time was taken up working and raising our family. 

In 2010 I joined Gwynfa Camera Club after being nagged many times by Alec (who was already a 

member), I eventually took the plunge and joined up. I have never looked back! It was a little 

daunting at first, entering their monthly competitions and having your work shown 'up large' in front 

of all the other members and listening to the judges’ comments. However, I've survived and with the 

help and encouragement from many of their members (to whom I owe so much), that spark has now 

been reignited and I am enjoying my photography once again. I now use a digital SLR, a 5D Mark ll, 

and enjoy the use of a number of lenses which consist of a Canon 17-40mm F4, a Canon 28-105mm, a 

Canon 70-200mm F4, and a Canon EF 100mm f/2.8 Macro. I also use a Sigma 1.4 teleconverter and a 

Giotto tripod.” 
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You can see some of Heidi’s work in her on-line galleries which cover landscape, sunrise/sunset, 

snow, panorama, flowers, animals/insects, and people: 

http://heidistewartphotography.weebly.com/galleries.html  

Heidi has written several landscape photography books including: Lake District, Anglesey, 

Snowdonia, North Cornwall, North Devon, and Pembrokeshire. Previews of the books can be seen at  

https://www.blurb.co.uk/  (just search for Heidi Stewart). 

 

 

 
 
 
CCC Helpline 
 
Have you read any photography books or subscribe to magazines that you could recommend? The 
subjects could be anything about photography – images, techniques, genres, etc. Either email 
Martyn/Mike or start a discussion on WhatsApp.  
 
FIAP “We stay home” competition 
 
I’ve come across this interesting competition by one of the main international photographic bodies, 
FIAP, who are used as the basis for “Salon” competition rules. It’s in response to the Covid outbreak. 
This is what it says: 
 
FIAP is actively participating in the “We Stay Home” campaign. What better than taking pictures 
when you must stay home? For this reason, FIAP is announcing an international photo competition 
opened to all photographers of the world, with pictures taken at home during this period. The 
participation is without entry fees. Instead, for each photographer who participated in this special 
competition, FIAP is going to contribute a certain amount of money to a world organization 
specialized in the fight against the Corona Virus (to be advised by the World Health Organization). 
 
Check out the competition entry, rules and awards. It’s free to enter. 
 
http://cfoto.hiho.it/templates/concorsi_fotografici.cloud01.hiho.it/img_virtual_cm/4/cm_obj_1337
94.pdf 
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And finally.......... 
 
Alun Thomas has kindly sent me some cracking photography-related quotes from anonymous and 
well known photographers (Cartier- Bresson, Adams etc) so, just to finish off Vignettes each week, 
we’re introducing the “Quote of the week” or perhaps “Thought for the day”. Just to stir it up, here’s 
the first (I promise you, they get better!) 
 
“Buying a Nikon doesn't make you a photographer. It makes you a Nikon owner” - Author Unknown 
 
 
That’s it for this week. Catch up next week. 
Cheers and stay safe 
 
Martyn (thehoneys@btinternet.com) 
Mike (mike.cheeseman@btinternet.com) 
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